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Word from the Chief Editor 
The Oasis Toastmasters Club is proud to present the fifth issue of “The Oasis Post”, 
the official newsletter of our Club. Enjoy! 

 

Recent Snapshots: Jan 10th ‘04 Division Convention 

 
  

     

 

The yellow Oasis windbreakers 
are surely a fantastic idea! 
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Macau TMC Chartering Ceremony (Jan 3rd –4th’04) 
 
 

Macau Toastmasters Club joined 
the Toastmasters family with a 
chartering ceremony on January 
3rd, 2004. 
 
Grandfather (V2 Area Governor) 
Craig Armour was on hand along 
with great grandfather (Division 
V Governor) Eddie Lee. The 
media had published four press 
releases promoting the event and 

many guests also came as result of invitations from friends and notables in the Macau community. The 
room had a seating capacity of 80 persons and there was not a seat to be found. Full house! Mr. Vitor 
Kuan, the director of CPTTM, which generously provides the Macau Toastmasters Club with its meeting 
room, was in attendance too and wished the club great success in the future. 
 
Over twenty Oasis Toastmasters members came to support the chartering ceremony along with nearly a 
dozen from other clubs in Hong Kong, who all came along to attend the momentous event. This 
exemplifies the warm bonds of friendship and fellowship that exist between members and clubs. Division 
V Governor then gave some words of encouragement and presented the charter to the club. 
 
Macau media was in full support of the event. The Macau club was featured on the evening news three 
times and articles about the Macau Toastmasters Club were splashed in the two major Macau papers the 
following day. 
 
Since the chartering ceremony, the Macau Toastmasters Club has grown from 24 members to 35 
members. It is on target to be a Select Distinguished Club, following the pace as well as path that our 
sister club, Oasis, has set for us. The Macau club was recently featured in a half page, full-color article in 
the Macao Daily, Macau’s most widely read newspaper. This resulted in a huge surge in numbers of 
guests – and members of course! 
 
Macau Toastmasters is happy to be part of the Toastmasters family and our ties to the Oasis club will 
surely continue to grow. Come and visit the Macau Toastmasters website at: flash.to/macautoaastmasters! 
 
 

Herbert Lee (President of Macau TMC) 
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Exciting Journey after the Macau TMC Chartering 
Ceremony 

 
 
The Macau Chartering Ceremony…continued with good food, fun and adventure… 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Delicious food, memorable 
sightseeing plus thrills of walking on 
the outer rim of the Macau 
tower…what more could they have 
asked for? 
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Oasis members always love to have fun! After the Chartering Ceremony of the Macau Toastmasters Club, 
our journey to explore Macau began! 
 
First, we explored the good food in Macau. We had a very delicious BBQ celebration dinner at a local 
barbeque restaurant. This was followed with a night out until the wee hours with some karoke singing by 
many of the participants! The next day, we had the famous “pork chop bun” as well as curry pork chop 
noodles for lunch. Even men cannot resist the “pork chop” from Macau!  
 
Second, we explored the attractions in Macau. We went to “Lan Kwai Fong” in Macau for drinks. There, 
not only did we explore the nightlife of Macau, but our members and friends from Macau Toastmasters 
also exchanged our Chinese names. Wouldn’t it be interesting if we call each other by our Chinese names 
during the meetings? 
 
We also visited the largest Chinese Tin Hau Temple (under construction) in Macau. What is your wish for 
the Year 2004? We then went to a cultural museum at the seashore. There, we learned about the history 
and some of the traditions in Macau. 
 
What about adventure? A few brave souls decided to take a walk around the outer rim of the Macau tower. 
It was about 233m from the ground! The top of the Macau Tower was filled with terrified screams 
(mostly from Flora) and laughers (from everyone else) while they were performing their walk and 
positioning for the photos.  
 
The two days we spent in Macau was fulfilling and exciting. We wish Macau Toastmasters Club can 
grow healthily in Macau. Our sincere gratitude to Herbert Lee and members of Macau Toastmasters Club 
for the great hospitality during our stay in Macau! As Herbert Lee says, “it is always wonderful to see people 
who hardly know each other become great friends in such a short time!” 
 
 

Flora Wai (Past President of Oasis TMC) 
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The In-House & Area V2 Contests (Mar ’04) 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
As participants in the contests, James Chow and Stella Hong has the following to share with us: 
 
A Contest is a Must-have Experience! 
Participating in the contest was a significant learning experience for me as it created the right amount of 
pressure and awareness for me to improve my public speaking skills in a short period of time. 
The objective of every contestant is of course to win the contest and serious preparation is always 
essential to increase the chance of wining. During the two weeks of preparation for the area contest, I 
attended a workshop on speech contest, watched the videos of past contestant's performance, and most 
importantly, I asked for feedback from the audience and advise from experienced Toastmasters. These are 
things that I would never have done if I did not participate in the contest, and they were really helpful in 
developing my awareness for improvement. 
 
Therefore, fellows Toastmasters, if you want further improvement in your public speaking skills, don't 
forget to sign up for the next contest. The contest experience is one that you should not miss in your 
Toastmastering journey! 

          
 

James Chow (Member) 
 

The effort and time Stella and James put 
into preparing for the contest surely paid 
off! Congratulations! 
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A True Toastmaster 
It has been almost two years ever since I started my Toastmaster's journey. In the last two years, I have 
taken part in every single speech contest, whether in English or Mandarin. 
  
I am not a contest person and I have to confess that taking part in contest is not easy or comfortable at all. 
Then why did I take part in contests? Because I wanted to push myself to new heights. 
  
Speaking from personal experience, joining speech contests is the best and most effective way to improve 
our skills. If we dare to take part in a contest, we are already a winner whether or not we win an award. 
Having the courage to step out of the comfort zone to take part in a contest voluntarily is already an 
outstanding achievement. Winning an award is just an extra bonus. 
 
In my opinion, a Toastmaster is not a Toastmaster if he or she has not taken part in any contests as a 
contestant. The struggle before the contest is far outweighed by the sense of achievement and relief after 
the contest that only contestants can share. It is an invaluable learning process that helps us grow and 
leaves a mark in our life journey. 
  
I would strongly encourage every member to start preparing for the next contest season in September 
NOW. The more time and effort you put into preparation, the more learning you will get out of it. 
  
If you are really serious about improving your public speaking skills, don't hesitate anymore. ACT NOW! 
 
 

 Stella Hong  (VPE) 

 
 

“Ho Lin Fan” Dinner (Jan 31 st’04) 

                 
Below are the contributions from two members whose birthdays were celebrated on that night: 
 
 
A Poem Inspired by the Dinner… 
Oasis Everywhere,                                          
In my life I’d never be alone,   
Not with so many friends like home. 
Sincere care being the main criterion, 
In the heart of our members, 
Shall bloom with colourful cultural flowers, 
Everywhere. 
 
 
  
   Paul Mak (Member) 
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My Memory…  
Maybe I am too busy to remember what happened three months ago.  What I can pick 
out from my memory is a funny feeling.   
  
As a matter of fact, I don't remember the name of that restaurant, although I still 
remember its location. I don't remember what I ate that night but I can still remember 
what present I got as my birthday present. Actually, I am still puzzled why I got a towel 
as my birthday present. That was the first time that I had my birthday party with so 
many people whom I didn't know well.  It was so amazing that we, from such different 
backgrounds, came together with only one objective, not because of religion, not 
because of business.  It was only for the sake of helping each other to improve 
oneself.  I still want to say thank you to all the ex-committee members of the club!      

 
 

Yan Wa Tat (Member) 

 

 

Oasis Public Speaking Workshop 2003 
 
Articles by Project Chairpersons 
 
Once again, the team spirit of Oasis was manifested at the Public Speaking Workshop 2003 held on 
November 22nd, 29th and December 13th, 2003. Out of the 46 participants, the majority was non-
Toastmasters who wanted to improve their public speaking abilities. Most of them found the workshop 
unique and useful.  
 
The Public Speaking Workshop would not have taken place without the help of the workshop leaders, 
seasoned Toastmasters from other clubs, as well as the dedicated concerted efforts of the organizing 
committee. Among the workshop leaders were Talis Wong (Kowloon), Kitty Wong (Dynamics), Alex 
Cheung (Centraler), Oliver Davis (Victoria) and Herbert Lee (Macau). The organizing committee 
consisted of an advisory panel made up of Stanley Wan, Edmund Ho, Flora Wai and three program 
chairpersons: Grace But, YY Ho and Eddy Tsang. Other helpers included James Chow, KF Tam, Ruth 
Ting, Stella Ng and Paul Lai. It was my great pleasure and honor to have worked with such a great team 
of outstanding Toastmasters! 
 
 

Stella Hong (Project Chairperson) 
 
 
 
The second day of the Public Speaking Workshop 2003 took place on 29th November 2003 with the title 
of “MC and Evaluation Skills”. The meeting venue was again packed with over 50 energetic people.  
  
Kitty Wong, a previous divisional champion kicked off the meeting with a workshop on how to be a MC 
(Master of Ceremony). She led the attendees to try all sorts of good MC techniques and some lucky ones 
also had a chance to take the position of MC in some fictional social occasions. 
  
During the interlude between the first and second workshop, Tony Smitheree delivered an impressive 
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demo speech. He demonstrated great skills in using his vocal variety, including the sounds of different 
animals. 
  
Alex Cheung, another divisional champion, then delivered the second workshop on evaluation skills. The 
workshop was again very interactive, allowing attendees plenty of opportunities to deliver their speeches 
or provide feedback to the speakers. 
  
Following the Public Speaking Workshop, the organizing committee continued with an enthusiastic 
review session in the coffee shop for a couple of hours. A lot of good suggestions were made for future 
reference. 
 
 

   YY Ho (29/11 Program Chair) 
 
 
 
The third session focused on the skills of impromptu speech and the use of visual aids as well as props.   
Under the facilitation of seasoned speakers Oliver Davis and Herbert Lee, the 60 participants had an 
“exciting” experience of knowing and practising presentation skills in front of a large audience, especially 
when they were invited by Oliver to be the subject of “live” demonstrations on controlling anxiety and 
using body languages to “speak”.   
 
It was also amazing to gain knowledge from Herbert on how the PowerPoint presentation software can be 
used and should be used to enhance the objective of public speaking.  Finally, you would be surprised on 
the progress of some fast learners who are now competent speakers and active members of our Club! 
 
 

Eddy Tsang (13/12 Program Chair) 
 
 
 
Articles by Workshop Participants: 
 
Treasure Island in Oasis: WHO brought me onto the Earth?  
But He did not tell me where to find sweetness and happiness.  
 
He always gave me sours and sadness during my youth.   
I could not live without sweetness and meaning. 
I had to overcome them and strived to look for them, 
because I need them in my life. 
       
I traveled and traveled. I wondered and wondered on this Earth. 
I met people on the same path and  
they were also looking and striving for the same things. 
Disappointedly, I still could not find it,  
a land, where my idealism was in. 
  
Years had passed and aging, I still failed to locate it.  
One day I was in vain. Never letting me down, He  
braved me up and brought me to an Oasis where I could  
find what I have always been looking for -  
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sweetness and people with good hearts.  
Not only these, but also confidence and friendship,  
which fill me from the inside. It is the Oasis Toastmaster Club! 
  
I appreciate Stella, Stanley, Edmund and all the team 
members in these respects and let us walk hand in hand 
and work for the benefit of those in need! 

 
 

Bennet Leung 
 
  

 
The value of the Workshop 
Public speaking is indeed a very good training for communication skills. In our daily lives, it is 
communication that makes the ideas in our mind interact with the people around us. Public speaking is a 
form of communication, which allows the speaker to interact with the audience. The chemical effect of  
that kind of interaction is sometimes wonderful, powerful and memorable. 
 
 
The Oasis Public Speaking Workshop 2003 helped me a lot in embarking on the journey of public 
speaking. I learned a lot of skills in the Workshop, for example, how to react to a sudden invitation for an 
impromptu speech, how to conquer the stage-fright by looking for the "friendly faces", how to buy time 
when you are not ready to speak, how to get yourself ready to speak, how to prepare for what to say 
etc. Moreover, the specially designed games and the chances to speak before fellow participants 
constituted a good mix that provided action-learning opportunities. The joke contest was also a funny and 
highly recommended part of the Workshop. 
 
             

          Alex Chea (Member) 

 
 

Media Handling Workshop (Feb 7th ’04) 
  
 
On a very cold and wet Saturday afternoon in early February, over 90 members and guests gathered in a 
function room in the Hong Kong Cultural Centre to listen to what our charismatic speaker had to share.  
The room was filled with bursts of laughter from the attendees, who enjoyed every moment right until the 
very end, when the centre staff reminded us that we had run out of our reserved time and the users of the 
following time slot were already waiting outside the room impatiently.   
 
Those who were present would agree that the above is no exaggeration of what happened at the Media 
Relation Made Easy Workshop hosted by Ms Janice Lui, a seasoned media worker. The attendees 
enjoyed Janice’s lively presentation of the content, which was interesting as well as applicable in daily 
work situations. Many of the attendees and those who failed to make it to the workshop are already 
enquiring whether Janice would be hosting other workshops in the near future.   
 
 

 Edmond Li (VPPR) 
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Oasis Speakathon (Feb 28th ’04) 
 

We are proud to see that our membership is about to reach 60, an exciting figure.  To 
make up for speech making opportunities for our members, a speakathon was held on 
February 28th 2004, a Saturday afternoon, at the Caritas Yau Ma Tei Social Centre.  About 
25 guests and members joined us on the day. In addition to the quality speeches and 
valuable advice given during the evaluation section, our immediate past president, 
Edmond Ho also led a series of tongue twister games and all the attendants were so 
involved that the whole floor was filled with joy and laughter. Of course, the most special 
feature of the venue that we could not forget was the unlimited supply of snacks and 
drinks throughout the meeting, which might have tempted the pretty girls who were on a 
costly physical fitness program. After the meeting, we walked from Yau Ma Tei to Jordan, 
heading for our delicious Vietnam dishes at a well-known restaurant and we all enjoyed 
the great food there!    
Special thanks must go to the following toastmasters who were so kind to be our evaluators on the day 
and spent their valuable weekend with us:-  

- Helen Pang, VPE-Kowloon TM Club; 
- Joe Wong, Bauhinia Club;  
- Osmaan Kam, Area V2 Assistant Governor; and 
- Tony Smitheree, CTM CL, South Horizons TMC. 
 

 
David Kwong (VPPR) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


